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fs TO THE 


METHODIST SOCIETIES IN GENERAL, 


AND TO THE 


QUARTERLY AND (PISTRICT MEETINGS IN PARTICULAR, 


e e THE KINGDOM. 
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AT a numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the Truſtees, Stewards, 
Leaders, local Preachers, and principal Friends, in the Newcaſtle, 


Sunderland, Alnwick, and Hexham Circuits, held in Newcaſtle on 
the 18th of February, 1796, 


Mr WILL LAM SMITH in the Chair, 


IT was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, 


iſt, That the preſent is a ſuitable Opportunity for ſtating the Sen- 


timents of the fore-mentioned Societies upon the ann Subjects, 
to the Connexion at large. 


2d, That the Proſperity of Religion amongſt the Methodiſts is in 
Danger from the want of a fuller Communication between the Circuits 
and Conference, and from Aſſiſtants having a Power to act indepen- 
dently of their People, in the Government of the Societies. 


zd. That the following Addreſs fully . the Sentiments of the 
Meeting. 


4th, That it be printed, and ſent to the principal Societies and 
Preachers throughout the Kingdom. 


And, 5th, That the following Brethren be appointed a Committee, 


for carrying the above Reſolutions into effect. 


F 


WILLIAM SMITH, | 

GEORGE JEFFERSON, pve, 
ROBERT FROST, 

JOHN GRUNDELL, Byker. 

RALPH ANNE TT,? Alnwick. 

LUKE MAT TISON, ? 

ROBERT CAIRNS, Monkwearmouth. 
ROBERT HUTTON, 1 
MICHAEL LONGRIDGE, enen 


ROBERT WHITFIELD, Hexham. 


* 
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An 


ADDRESS, &c 


DEAR BRETHREN, 
OTWITHSTANDING we believe this 


addreſs contains a ſufficient explanation of 
its motives and tendency, yet, unwilling that a 


- fingle ſentiment ſhould be miſunderſtood, we in- 


treat you to obſerve, that the end propoſed is a 
STRICTER UNION of preachers and people. 


For this reaſon we have endeavoured plainly to 
point out the circumſtances which may divide us, and 
the means of removing them. We have not done 
this without ſome apprehenſions, that our good may 
be evil ſpoken of; but the neceflity of the caſe, the 
importance of the object, the purity of our motives, 
the manife/t fats which influence us, outweigh with 
us every oppoſite conſideration. 


We fear, ſhould another conference paſs over, 
without a more perfect communication between 
preachers and people, the diſeaſe will be paſt reme- 
dy. Should any infer that want of love to our 
preachers has made us take this ſtep, we declare, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, we conceive it to be 
one of the moſt genuine proofs that can be given 
of the direct contrary. Yet, as we are conſcious 
diſputes may ariſe, we intreat you, brethren, to 
remember, whatever you may ſee neceſſary to do 
in what affects the intereſt of religion, you would 
avoid all bitterneſs and clamour, always remem- 
bering, that the wiſdom which cometh from 
© above is firſt pure, then peaceable; gentle, 
« eaſy to be entreated; full of mercy and good 
ce fruits; that the wrath of man worketh not the 


* righteouſneſs of God; that the ſervants of the 


&« Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 
« men; that nothing muſt be done through ſtrife 
% and vain glory.” We aſſure you, brethren, 
though in ſome parts of this addreſs we have 
plainly pointed out the probable conſequences of 
a want of more effective deliberation between 
preachers and people; yet we hope you will do 
us the juſtice to believe, that it is our ſincere in- 
tention to labour to preſerve the unity of the 
„ ſpirit in the bond of peace.“ | 


Having thus explicitly avowed our motives, 
ermit us to obſerve, that every year ſince the 
death of Mr WEsLEx has convinced us of the 
neceflity of attending to ſeveral ſubje&s, which 
greatly affect the whole body; and we fear, unleſs 
it be ſpeedily done, the confidence which ought to 
ſubſiſt between preachers aud people will be de- 


ſtroyed. 


Many of our old and moſt reſpectable friends 
have hoped, from year to year, that the confer- 
ence would take ſome effectual ſteps; but hitherto 
theſe ſubjects do not ſeem to have excited their at- 
tention. It is for theſe reaſons, dear brethren, 
we preſent you with our mature and undiſguiſed 
ſentiments, entreating you carefully to diſtinguiſh 
between the RU LES of our connection and the cha- 
rafters of the preachers. You will do us the 
greateſt injuſtice, if you do not make this diſtinc- 
tion. The general character and deſigns of the 
methodiſt conference have been proved by a ſeries 
of labours; yet we ſee, or think we ſee, a danger, 
and are called upon to give timely warning. We 
therefore wiſh for. your attention, whilſt we at- 
tempt to prove, . 


1ſt, That according to the preſent exiſting rules 
of conference (as far as we underſtand them) the 
methodiſt preachers rule their people withoygon- 
ſulting them. * 


2d, That this is contrary to reaſon, revelation, 
and the natural order of ſociety. 


3d, That this is one of the principal cauſes of 
the evils which prevail among us. 


Ith, That it has already ſhaken the confidence 
which ought to ſubſiſt between preachers and peo- 
ple. 


5th, That the conference only can open ſuch 
an intercourſe with the ſocieties, as will reconcile 
all parties, and remove every exiſting grievance, 
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The preſent rules of conference imply that the 


people ſhould not be confulted, For inſtance, 
what rule requires an aſſiſtant to conſult leaders 
and ſtewards in the appointment of new leaders 
and ſtewards, or in the reception of members ? 
or the quarterly meetings, in the appointment of 
local preachers; recommending preachers to tra- 
vel, or their excluſion ; the making and receiving 
of collections; or in the diviſion of circuits? Who 
can deny that we are a ſociety in which the people 
have no voice? in which they are not permitted to 
deliberate on the choice of their own officers, forma- 
tion of their own laws, or diſtribution of their own 
property? We have no alternative on any of 


theſe ſubjects but RESISTANCE, 


Were a ſyſtem of this nature ſanctioned by the 
revealed will of God, it would certainly be our 
duty humbly to acquieſce in it; but it is utterly 
inconſiſtent with revelation. Where do the ſacred 
oracles authorize one part of the human race to 
treat the other as irrational beings, that is, to 
rule them without their own eonſent; unleſs either 
the weakneſs of their underſtandings, or the wick- 
edneſs of their lives, have rendered them obnox- 
ious to ſociety ? 


Theſe texts* clearly prove that the primitive 
chriſtians were virtually conſulted in the choice of 
their ſpiritual guides, their temporal officers, and 
in their prudential matters. 


Though we have ſaid, the methodiſt preach- 
<* ers rule their people without conſalting them,” 
we again remind you, we /peak this of our RULES. 


nog of the preachers do cenſult the people; 


thej ve too much wiſdom and grace to do other- 
wiſs but weak and ignorant men may avail them- 
ſelves of the rules formed by conference, and uſe 
them to the deſtruction of the work; and unleſs 
theſe he altered, it may call forth the attention of 
thole who bear the burthen, and compel them to 
adopt ſuch meaſures as are likely to prevent it. 


As it is contrary to ſcripture, ſo it is alſo con- 
trary to the natural order of ſociety. We know 
but of two precedents to countenance it ; the one 
is, the papal authority ; the other, tyrannical civil 
governments. Both theſe aſſume a power of dic- 
tating to their people, and require implicit faith 
and paſ/zve obedicnee, 


* AQs vi. 1-6. xv. 22, 23. Avi. 2. 1. Tim. iii. 10, 


We are decidedly of opinion, that the evils 
complained of may be attributed to this ANT I- 
SCRIPTURAL and OPPRESSIVE ſyſtem. 
There are three evils which particularly threaten 
us. | 


iſt, An increaſe of a worldly ſpirit, 
2d, Diviſions in ſocieties. 
3d, Want of love to the preachers. 


It is not neceſſary to amplify our meaning. Is 
it not evident the ſpirit of jealouſy is deſtroying 
the ſpirit of love? Do we not ſee a worldly 
diſpoſition overſpreading the connexion ? Is there 
not a dangerous tendency to diviſton in many ſo- 
cieties? Is there not a decay of that tender af- 
fection, that reverence and eſteem, with which 
the primitive methodiſts received their firſt preach, 
ers? Do we miſtake in aſſerting, that one leading 
cauſe of this is, permitting perſons to be employed as 


ſpiritual guides, who have not the confidence of the 


people? We know this is a difficult ſubject, but 
we owe our all to remove it: a corrupt miniſtry in 
the church of Chriſt is the greatęſt curſe that can 
befal any people, and it is the duty of every me- 
thodiſt to ſacrifice his life, if by that means he can 
remove from, or keep out of the fold of Chriſt, 
thoſe who care not for the ſheep. Do not mil. 
underſtand us, dear brethren; we have already 
repeatedly ſaid, the preachers in general have the 
confidence of the people; but the door is open; 
improper perſons are, and will be admitted, whilſt 
preachers may be ſmuggled into connexion with- 
out the ſanction of quarterly meetings. 


There are preachers recommended to confer- 
ence, perhaps every year, who have not a good 
report among the people to whom they are beſt 
known, and conſequently cannot have the general 
approbation, (we fpeak only of their 431LITIES 
for preaching the goſpel) and as they increaſe, 
diſorder and death mult follow them. And ſhould 
ignorant and worldly-minded preachers ever be 
authoriſed to appoint others, to raiſe money, re- 
ceive members, &c. mult it not greatly injure the 
cauſe? Is there a circuit in England, where con- 
ſcientious men, who have been in ſociety twenty 
or thirty years, will not confirm thele ſentiments ? 


Will they not ſay, there is the utmoſt danger from 


this quarter? Were every afliſtant obliged to act 
. in 
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in conjunction with a leader, or quarterly meet- 
ing, &c. would it not ſatisfy all parties, and re- 
move every juſt cauſe of complaint? How few 
of our preachers (recommended- on the preſent 
plan) are men of ſuch diſtinguiſhed piety and emi- 
nent abilities, as /con to gain the affections, and 
command the confidence of the people! When 
a young man, of weak parts and without zeal, 


enters a circuit an entire ſtranger, thoſe, who 


know our rules, recolle& that he has probably 
been ſent out by ſome aſſiſtant equally weak with 
himſelf, againſt the judgment of the people in the 
circuit he came from; how can they ſhew him 
that love they would do, if they knew he came 
with their hearty approbation of his life and doc- 
trine? But were a ſuitable plan adopted, it would 
cauſe ſuch an union among the methodiſts, that 
we ſhould be as one family. And how would it 
ſtrengthen the hands of a preacher, amidſt all his 
trials and temptations, to know that he had not 
run before he was ſent; that he had in effe& the 


concurrence of the whole connexion, — he voice 6-4 
1 


the people is the voice of God : But, at preſent, 
is DOUBT, DARKNESS, and DISTRUST, and muſt 
grow worſe every year, unleſs miracles be wrought 


to convince the people that every new preacher is 


ſent of God. Conference, as a bbdy, cannot 
know their preachers ; nay, even diſtri meetings, 
on their preſent foundation, can know but little 
of them, compared with what muſt be known at 
a quarterly meeting. 


Theſe remarks ſufficiently prove, that a WANT 
OF DELIBERATION WITH THE PEO- 
PLE, IS THE GREAT SOURCE OF ALL 
THOSE. EVILS THAT EXIST AMONG 


US; and that it HAS ALREADY GREATLY 


SHAKEN THE CONFIDENCE OF MANY, 
we appeal to recent circumſtances to prove. 


What gave riſe to the London law-ſuit, the 
Nottingham letter, or the meeting of delegates at 
the laſt conference ? 
the people; the preachers do not: They amount 
to this ;—** Conference will do their own way; 
they do not wiſh to conſult their people; they 
ſtrive to act independently of them.” Theſe are 
the complaints of thoſe, who, from both good and 
bad motives, do not ſpeak openly. 


If any thing can be inferred from the meeting 


of truſtees at Mancheſter, it is this, That however 


We hear the murmurs of 


they differed in other things, they were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that ſomething ſhould be done 
on the part of conference to deliberate more ef. 
fectually with the people. 


The labours of the leading men in the confer- 
ence have ſufficiently proved their regard for the 
people to prevent any ſuſpicion of their dgſigns ; 
but there is now a majority in the conference, 
who are far from being generally known to the 
connexion, and who never had ſuch an opportu- 
nity of proving the purity of their deſigns as the 
firſt preachers, and therefore cannot be ſuppoſed 
to poſleſs equal confidence ; yet theſe, on the pre- 
ſent plan, have a power to make and execute laws 


for a people to whom they are utterly unknown, 


WIT HOUT, or even AGAINST their conſent. 


This ſyſtem, we apprehend, not only creates 
jealouſies in the minds of the people, but renders 
the preachers ſuſpicious that deſigns are forming 
againſt them, which may leſſen their influence, 
prevent their promoting the general good, and 
expole them to the oppreſſions of unreaſonable 
men, When the two addreſſes from the truſtees 
were read in the laſt conference, one of its mem- 
bers remarked, © However they differed" in other 
things, they both agreed in wiſhing to have as 
much power out of the hands of the preachers as 
poſſible.” If this be the language of the preachers, 
it is too evident they think there is an oppoſition 
of intereſts, Now, if the people ſuſpe& the con- 
ference want to act independently of them, it will 
naturally occaſion a ſtruggle for power; and unleſs 
the preachers manifeſt a willingneſs to allow the 
people the privileges to which they have an indiſ- 
2 right, it is likely to become genexal. 

hould this take place through the connexion l 
it not be entirely owing to the want of | 
which may prevent it? We therefore intreat you, 
dear brethren, as you regard the intereſts of re- 
ligion amongſt us, that you would endeavour to 
convince the preachers, that they ought to form 
ſuch rules as will for ever put an end to ſeparate 
intereſts, and deſtructive jealouſies. | 


Should no effectual intercourſe be opened between 
circuits and diſtri& meetings, or conference; ſhould 
aſſiſtants continue to exerciſe a power indepen- 
dently of the people ; ſhould the conference retuſe 
to form rules to oblige aſſiſtants to deliberate * 
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the people, and to open an intercourſe between the 
circuits and theniſelves, on ſubjects which affect 
the whole an intercourſe which cannot be violated 
by the ignorance, art, or inattention of indivi- 
duals; od this be deferred another year, we are 
very apprehenſive that in many places the circuits 
will take the matter into their own hands, and act 
on prigeiples which we deprecate. | 


We deprecate a diſtinction of intereſts between 
preachers and people; yet exiſting circumſtances 
threaten to introduce ſuch a diſtin&tion, This has 
led us to ſtep forward, and call upon all parties 
to weigh our preſent ſituation, before theſe grie- 
vances, which may now be fo eaſily removed, be 
paſt remedy. We entreat thoſe who watch over 
us, and thoſe of our brethren who have long ma- 
nifeſted their love to the cauſe, to conſider the 
awſul conſequences of contention; we entreat 
them to labour after an union of counſels, leſt the 
ſmothered flame break out with irreſiſtible vio- 
lence ; we entreat the preachers to recollect, that 
the people want no means of effecting their own 
deſigns; but ſo great, ſo general has been their 
love of peace, ſo unwilling have they been to 
grieve the minds of their preachers, that though 
the conference is a perfect ariſtocracy, and, ac- 
cording to the preſent exiſting laws, the people 
have no. power at all,” yet hitherto they have 
made no oppoſition to ſuch an unſcriptural and ir- 
rational ſyſtem. 


But ſhould it be continued, and the people ſtill 
be denied their juſt and natural rights, may not 
they eaſily form reſolutions with which the preach- 
ers muſt either comply, or leave that work which 


* 


has owned in ſuch a remarkable manner? 


every circuit were to determine, that the 
preachers' fund, ticket money, yearly and Kingſ- 
wood collections, ſhall be kept in the hands of 
the town and circuit ſtewards; that no perſon 
ſhall lead a claſs, or enter a pulpit, till he have 
the approbation of the' majority of the leaders 
and quarterly meetings; that if any man be ſent 
as a travelling preacher to any circuit, without 
the conſent of ſuch a majority, the perſon ſent out, 
and the preacher who has recommended him, ſhall 
be publicly branded as enemies to the whole con- 
nexion, and eſpecially to the place where he is 
appointed to travel: Should the people once de- 
termine to ule this power, who can hinder them? 


We readily allow the preachers ought to have 
a voice, and, when they can be preſent, preſide 
in all our deliberations ; and therefore, ſhould any 
of them determine to leave us, merely becauſe 
the people reſolved to be conſulted, conld they be 
jaſtified by their own conſciences, the unpreju- 
diced reaſon of good men, or the infallible word 
of God. 

| 

But is there not an eaſy, ſimple remedy? Let 
the preachers ſubſtitute leaders* and quarterly mect- 
ings (where they always preſide) for the WILL of 
an aſſiſtant ; let them open a regular communication 
between the circuits, diſtrict meetings, and con- 
ference, and the danger is over; but if ſomething 
of this nature be not done, in all human probabi- 
lity, ITINERANCY will be of ſhort duration. 
Improper laws will produce corrupt preachers, 
and corrupt preachers will deſtroy ſouls. "The _ 
ſafeſt and moſt defirable remedy belongs only to 
conference ; they have already been addreſſed, but 
in no form that we know of has this fubjeC been 
noticed by them: This has induced us to lay our 
ſentiments before the connexion at large; and we 
once more intreat you, dear brethren, to guard 
againſt the abuſe of them; for we again aſſure 
you, it is UNION and PEACE we aim at, and 
not diviſion. We ſpeak in love, and ſincerely 
pray that all concerned may unite for the general 
good. Yet we cannot, in juſtice to ourſelves, 
omit ſaying, that it is our mature judgment, TnaT 
IF ThE CONFERENCE RxrosE TO unITE 
TuEIR PEOPLE wirn THEM, WHERE INTEREST 
AND DUTY REQUIRE, AND SHOULD DISAGREEA- 
BLI CONSEQUENCES FOLLOW, THEY CAN ONLY 
BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE INATTENTION ox 
OPPOSITION or TER PREACHERS. 


Having ſiated our ſentiments freely on theſe 
ſubjects, we earneſtly requeſt you to examine 
them candidly ; and if they agree with your own, 
give them all the ſupport in your power, 


In our reſpective circuits, at the next quarterly 
meeting, we propoſe to converſe freely on theſe 
ſubjects; and it is our intention to do our utmoſt 
to engage our preachers, at their proper diſtri 
meeting, to aſliſt in helping to bring about ſuch a 
plan as will make preachers and people ONE 
FOR EVER. 


We 


1 


We alſo determine to lay our complaints before taught all his followers, both by precept and ex- 
the next conference, beſeeching them, in the ample, to LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 
name of the LORD JESUS, to come forward | 
chearfully, and remove thoſe grievances, and to Any letters relative to this ſubje&, poſt paid, 
grant us thoſe privileges which are our inalienable and addreſſed to Wm Smith, Highfriar-ſtreet, New- 
nights, we are reſolved to purſue evexsriptural caſtle; John Grundell, Byker, near Nethyaſtle ; 

method till this defirable end be accompliſhed, and Michael Longridge, or Robert Hutton, Sunder- 

hope to do it in the ſpirit of that GOSPEL? land, will be attended to. 
whoſe gracious and benevolent AUTHOR hag 
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NEWCASTLE. — gre Hutton, Circuit 1 — | 
Thomas Lipton Leaders 
William Smith, © | 4 7 . 
, < * Grundell, y T homas Hudſon, 55 
bert Spoort, 7 | 
| 75 Clart, Local Preachers and Leadergs SOUTH SHIELDS 
5 * 8 Rows 5 George Forfter, Local Preacher. 
: hn Fordy, » Robert Fenwick, Leader. 
William Hate, VCC 
Matthew Hindmarſb, . „ AENWICEK: 
—— | Ralph Annett, Steward. 
7 mate Tee Luke Mattiſon, Steward, | 
r a | | Luke Hingmarſh | 
Cuthbert Robinſon, Leaders, 2 #Stanley, . 
= s 
Cry e es Samuel Purvis, Local Preachers and 


homgs Arrowſmith, 


N Cook, Leaders, 


Robert Wilſon , | | George Ferguſon, 
George 7 Ele, 22 15 . 
acob Atkinſon | ert Whitfield, Leader, Hexham. 
y 1. Naber, Froſt. ; Sende. * a 


| William Slater | | Note, Many more reſpectable friends ouf 


have gladly ſigned this Addreſs, but it was tho 

MEMOS SWAN proper to have only the ſignatures of the 1 
Local Preachers Preachers, leaders, and ſtewards, as the repreſen- 

and Leaders. tatives of the fore- mentioned ſocieties, | 


Michael Longridge, 
Robert Cairns, Circuit Steward, 


NS 


P. S. The committee ſubmit to your conſidera- wait on the preachers at the enſuing Ge meet- 
tion, the propriety of adopting ſome reſolutions ing, with an addreſs from the firſt quarter da. 


ſimilar to the following — 3, That delegates be ſent from each diſtrict, to 
1. That each circuit form a committee of cor. Attend the next London conference on this buſi- 
, | - | 
reſpondenCce. neſs, 


4, That a ſubſcription be entered into, in each 
2, That delegates be ſent from each circuit, to circuit, to defray any expence that may ariſe. 
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